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The main focus of this paper is on the historical development of safety standards in the
use of radiation or radioactive materials in medicine. However, to provide better
understanding and perspective on this history, it must be interwoven with major events
and advancements in the development and use of radiation, particularly in the field of
medicine. Since this history, as well as that of major events that stimulated the
development of radiation protection standards, is extensive, only a very brief overview
can be given here. Thus, a sufficient list of references is also provided to allow further
examination of detailed historical documentation, and to provide an easier entry into
further research. Also, some identification of individuals who have made important
contributions to the development of standards, but who are not widely identifies in either
the relevant standards or the historical literature, is included. This will aid the serious
historian in examining files of organizations to uncover facts or rationale that could better
explain historical events or developments.
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